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Welcome back to school for Term 3. We hope you all had an enjoyable holiday break. Welcome
to any new families this term, we are sure you will find Northam PS a positive and caring
environment for your children.
I have undertaken the Principal position on a permanent basis with effect the commencement of
this term. My wife (Cynthia) and I have spent the past three years at Wickham Primary School in
the Pilbara, a spot that we thoroughly enjoyed. We have five children and three grandchildren.
Four of our children live within Perth and our youngest son has recently joined the Australian
Regular Army, so he is currently in NSW undertaking his recruit training. Both Cynthia and myself
are extremely happy to have joined Northam Primary School and we are looking forward to
contributing our knowledge and experience to the school.
I believe fully in creating a safe and positive environment where children want to be and learn. As
such I set high expectations for myself, staff and students and expect everyone to strive for their
personal best. I very much understand that parents/carers send their children to school wanting
them to be successful learners and great citizens. I will do my very best to build on the successes
that Northam Primary School has had in the past and along with our students, staff and families
work to ensure it is the school of choice within our region.
I am happy to meet and chat with parents/carers at any time, as I believe every parent/carer has
the right to be involved in their child’s education. I encourage anyone that has an issue they want
to discuss to drop in and see me rather than allow the issue to create a negative feeling and not
be resolved.
Positive Behaviour Support (PBS)
Northam PS bases our behaviour management on the Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) program
and as such our whole school behaviour management practice is expected to be consistent within
every classroom and by every staff member. The PBS program focuses on recognising positive
behaviour and uses this as mechanism to change unacceptable behaviours. All classrooms in
Northam PS are required to follow the PBS model, they are supported by a PBS committee who
provide teachers and support staff with guidance on managing student behaviour.
As the Principal of Northam PS I am required to follow the Department of Education’s directives
around behaviour management. In particular, I am required to ensure that there is a zero tolerance
of violence in schools. This directive was outlined by the Minister for Education at the end of 2018
and is headed under the banner “Let’s Take A Stand Together”, a copy of which is on our school
website. This involves a 10-point plan under which point one states that “there is to be an
automatic suspension for students who attack other students or start fights.”
I have made both staff and students are aware that within Northam PS there is a zero tolerance for
swearing, physical assault or bullying. Students have been encouraged to report any incidences to
their classroom teacher who will then investigate and deal with the issue. Should it be required
then either Mrs Harrington, Mrs Donaldson or myself will deal with incidences involving swearing,
physical assaults and bullying. I want to reassure every student and parent that action will be
taken in all instances. It is imperative that both staff, parents and students work together to ensure
we have the highest standards of behaviour at all times. So again I reiterate that any physical
violence will result in an immediate suspension for those involved. Also, any use of inappropriate
language towards staff by a student will be dealt with by a member of Administration and may
result in either an in-school or out of school suspension.
As part of PBS our behaviour expectations are:
Responsibility
Respect
Perseverance
Care
I need to ensure all parents understand that my expectation is every teacher applies our behaviour
management in accordance with our policy.

continued next page…...

Principal’s blog continued

ATTENDANCE
The information below explains what build up absences from school can have on a child.
Why is it important for my child to attend school every day? Research shows that to develop the habit of regularly going to school, a
routine starts in the first years of school. By regularly going to school, your child and your family gets to know the teacher, other children
and families. Attending regularly helps your child develop a sense of belonging and connection to school.
What if my child doesn’t want to go to school? Talk with the teacher or someone from the school as soon as possible so you can get
advice and support. You may also attend a Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) for additional support and advice about parenting,
including setting boundaries and routines.
Is your child getting the best start and achieving their best by attending school?

Just missing school a little does not seem much but……
Only Missing

That Equals

Which Is

10 minutes per day

50 minutes per week

20 minutes per day
30 minutes per day

1 hour and 40 minutes
per week
Half a day per week

Nearly 1.5 weeks per
year
Over 2.5 weeks per
year
4 weeks per year

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 Weeks per year

1 day per week

10 days per term

10 weeks per year

Over 13 years of
school life that’s….
Nearly half a year
Nearly 1 year
Nearly 1 and a half
years
Over 2 and a half
years
Over 3 years

Parents are reminded of the importance of regular attendance at school. Students should only be absent from school if they are sick.
The school must be informed as the reason for any absence, this can either be in writing via a letter/email or by directly informing the
classroom teacher or administration orally, both in person or via a phone call.
I look forward to meeting you throughout the coming weeks and getting to know each family.
Mark Donaldson
Principal

ROOM 5
Quiz:
Which is the largest country in the
world?
What are the names of the five
oceans?
What are the names of all seven
continents?
How many countries are in the whole
world?
Room 5 students are beginning to
engage with this terms HASS subject Geography! We began our unit by creating KWL charts (What I Know, What
I
Want to Learn, What I Learned). We
began with an activity on North America that allowed the children to use atlas’, globes and our big world map.

ROOM 11
In Room 11 we have been excited to come back to school after the school
holidays and welcome our new teacher Miss Walraven.
During English we have been focusing on learning an
informational text called the River Unicorn which is a
magical creature which has been hunted for
centuries. While we are working on our writing – our
spelling has been amped up with morning spelling
competitions. Our favourite competition is write the
room, where we find the sound we are learning
around the room. This week we have been focused
on plurals (adding -s and –es). Can you see how many
whiteboard(s) we have been using?
In maths we have been working towards learning our doubles and halves and
also probability and statistics. Sometimes we find there are different words to
explain the probability of something occurring – our favourite alternative word
for impossible was if pigs could fly.
We have been trying our best to work hard in class and learn about our
emotions and how to regulate them when we are feeling red, blue, yellow or
our favourite – green. Just ask us about our zones and we can help you try to
stay in the green zone of ready to learn.

NO HATS NO PLAY
A REMINDER THAT ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO
BRING A HAT TO SCHOOL TO PLAY FOR RECESS AND
LUNCH.
Please make sure students have
hats in their bags.
We have Northam Primary School
hats available for sale for $11
from the school office.
These are reversible with faction
colours inside.

Meet Jess Gow
Your role at Northam Primary School: Year 4 teacher.
What you love about Northam: Seeing the hot air balloons before school.
What is one thing we don’t know about you: I used to live in a town called Useless Loop.
What is your hidden talent: I can play the trumpet.
What is the most exciting/adventurous thing you have done: Moved to a tiny remote town with less than 100
people.
What is something weird you like to eat: Vegemite from the jar.
What is one phobia you have: Elevators.
If you were on a deserted island who would you take: My husband, because he can cook a lot better than I can.

MECKERING CROSS COUNTRY
If you would like your child to compete in the Meckering
Interschool Cross Country please ring the office for
information.
Staff will not be attending so parents will be required to
transport and supervise their children.

ORDERING SCHOOL PHOTOS


To order photos online log on to www.msp.com.au and
follow the prompts to place your order.



If you have lost your shoot key please ring school office.



The expiry date for online ordering is the 29th July 2020.
Any orders received after this date will incur a $30.00
archive fee. You can email your order request through
to reorders.perth@msp.com.au



If you are having difficulty ordering online please see
Chris in the office.

CROSSING ROAD SAFETY

P&C NEWS
Next P&C Meeting - This MONDAY 3rd AUGUST 7pm in Conference
Room
Mrs Calloway Retires
The P&C would like to wish all the very best to
Mrs Ros Callaway.
Mrs Calloway has now retired from the
canteen which she had run for 12 years plus
working in the old canteen prior. Thankyou so
much for your commitment and service to the
school over this time and we wish you stress
free days ahead.
The Snack Shack - Canteen
The P&C are in the process of selecting a new Manager which will be chosen
shortly and voted upon at our next meeting. In the meantime, the executive
committee are still currently running the canteen as normal. We thankyou to
all those who supported the roll out of the new menu last term and our new
fresh outlook. We are excited that this was well received by everyone and
love that a lot of people (new and old) are utilising the canteen for lunch and/
or recess. Please remember ordering can be done in person each morning or
online up until 8.50am each day. Recess items change daily and we
encourage kids to come and see what's on offer at the window each recess.

A reminder- road safety is everyone’s responsibility!

Fathers Day Stall

With the tragedy in Mandurah last week this is a timely
reminder that road safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Young children can learn safe pedestrian habits from you and
continue these when they are old enough to travel alone.

Drop off and pick up your child near the school gate and
avoid calling them from across the road.

Always hold your child’s hand. Children need your help
to spot dangers such as vehicles coming out of
driveways. They can also be easily distracted and
wander into traffic.

Talk with your children about Stop, Look, Listen and
Think every time they cross the road.

STOP! -One step back from the kerb.

LOOK! - For traffic to your right, left and right
again.

LISTEN! -For the sounds of approaching traffic.

THINK! -Whether it is safe to cross.

Teach your children to keep looking in both directions
and listening for traffic, as they cross the road.

We are lucky enough to be able to run our fathers day stall as normal this
year. This year we will be running it Monday 31st August due to carnival
commitments later in the week. Unfortunately we are in need of donations
towards the stall as its often harder to come up with gifts for dads/ grandads.
If you are able to contribute something to the stall all donations will be
welcome (home made or purchased) and can be dropped to the canteen or
front office.
Billy G Cookie Dough
Thankyou to those who have supported our latest fundraiser. We haven't had
the cookie dough for a few years now and its great to see so many families
jump on board and sell some tubs. Having to do some fundraising with a
distance this year, we appreciate the support. Please stay tuned for delivery
day in a couple of weeks.
Kelly Beard
P&C President

HEAD LICE
Please check students hair for head lice as there is an
ongoing issue. Whilst your child may not be affected,
head lice are extremely contagious. To quickly resolve
the problem, we are asking all parents to inspect their
child’s hair and scalp.

Don’t forget to find us on Facebook to stay up to date
with day to day information.
“Northam Primary School P&C”
“Northam Primary School”

WEEK
1

2

MONDAY

TUESDAY

20th July

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY
21st

22nd

Photography Day

Photography Day

28th

Kindy A
29th

27th

EARLY CLOSE
2.3OPM
23rd

30th

FRIDAY
24th

31st

Kindy B
3

4

3rd Aug
Interschool Cross
Country

4th

5th

6th
Kindy A

P&C Meeting
10th

11th

12th

Council Meeting

Kindy B

7th
Assembly Room 5

13th

14th

5

17th

18th

19th
Kindy A

20th

21st

6

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

Food Sensations
Incursion Day 1

Kindy B

7

31st

1st Sept

8

P&C Father’s Day
Stall
7th

9

14th

Food Sensations
Incursion Day 2
2nd

P&C Meeting

Assembly Room A

3rd

Jumps and Throws
Events
Kindy A
8th

15th

4th
Athletics Carnival

9th
Kindy B

10th

11th

16th

17th

18th

Kindy A

Interschool Athletics
Carnival

10

21st

22nd

23rd
Kindy B

24th

Jump Rope for Heart

Please note: Large copies of the newsletter are available in the office.
The Newsletter is now placed in Connect Library.

Assembly Room 6
25th
End of Term

