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NEWSLETTER 

   PERSERVERE         CARE            RESPONSIBLE             RESPECT 

                Dear Parents and Carers 
 

             Incredibly we have already reached the midpoint of this Term. We have had a very busy             
            start to the term and the second half is jam packed with activities such as our School                           
          Athletics Carnival and a range of other activities which I will touch on below.    
 
Bilya Festival Parade 
I would like to thank all our students and families that participated in the Bilya Festival Parade on Friday 13th 
August. The smiles that shine through on the children’s faces say it all. I also want to thank the staff who 
took the time to attend the parade that evening. In particular, thanks to Mr Southwell, Miss Parfrey, Miss 
Silvestri and Mrs Ryan-Gadsden for their lead up work in preparing our props and engaging the  
students in the process. 
 
NAIDOC Week 
The NAIDOC Week activities went extremely well with our students being in engaged in a range of activities 
throughout the week. We were fortunate enough to have the Noongar Boodja Rangers conduct a session 
about how we can care for country, the type of plants we can find and what they mean to Country, and the 
bush foods we find in our local area. We also were treated to an amazing array of Aboriginal dances by the 
Deadly Sista Dancers from Northam SeniorHigh School. I would like to thank Miss Lizzie Stack and Mrs 
Amber Giles for the work they put into organising the week and to all the staff for the range of activities 
they planned and conducted with our students. 
 
Room 9 Assembly 
Thank you to Room 9 for the assembly they conducted on Friday 6th August. They did an amazing job of 
highlighting the learning that has been taken place within Room 9. Well done to Miss Fordyce for the 
outstanding work she did in preparing the students for the assembly. 
 
We are now looking forward to seeing Room 5’s assembly on Friday 3rd September. I will also point out that 
there has been a change to the assembly roster between Room A and Room 6. Room A will now be holding 
their assembly on Friday 10th September, with Room 6’s being moved to Term 4. 
 
Athletics Carnival 
Mr Robson has been doing an amazing job preparing all our students for the Athletics Carnival in Week 6. 
The Jumps and Throws is on Tuesday 24th August commencing at 9 am and the running events and team 
games are on Friday 27th August at Henry St Oval. A timetable for the Jumps and Throws is at the back of the 
Newsletter to enable families to attend at the designated time. I do caution all families that the times are 
only approximate and very dependent on the weather etc, so I encourage you to come a bit earlier for your 
child’s event just in case we are running ahead of schedule. 
 
Father’s Day Breakfast 
We are holding our Father’s Day Breakfast on Friday 3rd September and would love to see all our Fathers 
and Grandfathers come along. Of course our Mum’s and Grandmothers are also very welcome. A note is at 
the back of this Newsletter requesting an indication of who will be attending to enable us to provide 
sufficient food to cater for everyone. 
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Parking Around the School 
I have had a couple of concerned community members with regards to the parking of cars around the 
school, particularly along the front of the school on Duke street. I understand that we have limited  
parking, but need to highlight the community members concerns around accidents occurring  
 
School Uniform 
It is a requirement under the Department of Education regulations for all schools to have a set school  
uniform and to enforce the wearing of the uniform. Our School Council has recently reviewed the Uniform 
Code and endorsed it to include the wearing of our school hat. It is imperative that students attend school 
dressed in school uniform each day. Of recent times students have been wearing a range of multi coloured 
items including jumpers, jackets and striped long leggings. Whilst I understand the need for jumpers/
jackets we do have a school jumper/jacket that students should wear, they can be purchased along with 
our other school uniform items from Cadds Sportswear. 
 

I ask our families to please ensure your child follows the endorsed Northam Primary School uniform  
requirements as laid out in the Uniform Code that can be located on our school website. 
 

Sun Smart 
To pass the National Quality Standards we are required to have a Sun Smart Policy and meet all aspects of 
being a Sun Smart School. The Sun Smart policy has been reviewed and endorsed by the School Council. 
You can find it on our School website. As a part of the policy there is a requirement for all students to wear 
the school wide brimmed hat. These can be purchase at Cadds Sportswear. 
 

School Communication 
Communication between families and the school occur in a variety of ways such as face-to-face  
discussions, news letters, Connect, emails etc. I stress that it is extremely important that communication 
between families and the school should be positive and focussed on achieving the best outcomes we can 
for our students. The School Council have recently reviewed and endorsed the Communication policy 
which can be found on our School website. This policy outlines the procedures we should follow in  
regards to communicating with families.  
 

Balloon Visit 
Unfortunately, with the cancellation of the Balloon Festival it means that the scheduled balloon visit on 
Monday 30th August has also been cancelled. Hopefully the festival will be able to return next year (Covid-
19 dependent). 
 

Northam Farmers Show 
As you are no doubt aware, the Northam Farmers Show is on the 10/11th of September. The theme is Up 
Up and Away. Every classroom will be placing a display within the Pavilion of a range of student work that 
 represents the theme. It would be fantastic if you could visit the display and look at the amazing work 
they have done specifically for this event. 
 

Morning Drop Off / After school 
It is imperative that all our students are at school prior to the 08:50 am siren, as this is when we mark the 
class roll and formal learning begins. I require all teaching to commence by 09:00 am. I ask that parents 
have left the classrooms promptly by 09:00 am so formal lessons can begin. Those parents who are on a 
formal parent help roster working with groups of students are able to remain in line with the arrangement 
for that period of parent help. Gates will be locked from 9.10am unless there is an assembly. 
On assembly mornings the gates will close 15 minutes after assembly is finished. 
 
Parents are asked to leave the school at the end of the day and gates will be locked at 3.15pm.  

Principal notes continued 
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Positive Behaviour in Schools 
PBS stands for Positive Behaviour Support and is an operational framework that aims to improve student 
academic and behaviour outcomes by ensuring all students have access to the most effective and  
accurately implemented instructional and behavioural practices and interventions possible. 

Students in our school come from many different backgrounds and cultures that view “behaviour”  
differently. We cannot assume that students know how to behave appropriately when at school.  
Northam Primary School has taken the view that, we must teach our students how to behave at school 
to ensure that they do make better choices. PBS views inappropriate behaviour in the same manner that 
problems in reading or math are viewed as a skill deficit. When a skill deficit exists, we must teach the 
appropriate skill. We view behaviour infractions as errors requiring teaching, rather than character faults 
to be fixed by punishment. 

Some Core Beliefs about Behaviour: 

 Behaviour is a form of communication. 
 Behaviour is functional; it is not good or bad. 
 Students are not “born with bad behaviour”. 
 Recurring misbehaviour happens for a reason (some students learn that problem behaviour is the 

best way to meet their needs). 
 Identifying the function or purpose of the behaviour allows us to respond and intervene more 

effectively. 
 

How we change behaviour in a PBS school: 

 Recognise we can’t make students learn or behave. 
 We can create environments that increase the likelihood that students will learn and behave. 
 Environments that increase this likelihood are guided by a core curriculum which is implemented 

with consistency and fidelity and give consideration to: 
 Design and layout of the physical environment. 
 Explicit teaching of appropriate behaviour. 
 Opportunity to regularly practise behaviour in the natural environment. 
 Fostering positive relationships with students. 
 Data driven classroom management practices. 
 The constant modification of our own behaviour to elicit the desired response from  

                        students. 
 Frequent, specific, skill focussed positive reinforcement. 
 

The staff at Northam Primary School will undertake further Professional Learning around the WA PBS 
model with the aim of continuing to improve our behaviour management processes and ensure we are 
able to meet the needs of our students and reduce the number of poor behaviour incidents. 
 

I look forward to the next five weeks and seeing our families at the many upcoming events. 
 
Mark Donaldson 
Principal 

Principal notes continued 



HONOUR CERTIFICATE WINNERS Assembly Week 3 

   PERSERVERE            CARE                RESPONSIBLE        RESPECT 

Room A Tawhirirangi Momoisea Charlotte-May Ryan  

Room 1 Cassie Bitmead Teilah Scott  

Room 3 Eli Cornthwaite Stahn Davies  

Room 11 Piper Peacock Alex Rico  

Room 12 Cara-Jane Davis Tia Evenis  

Room 7 Jackson Osborne Michael Mitchell  

Room 10 Zander Kardol Zander Kardol  

Room 9 Tess McLean Jaei Marker-Loffelmann  

Room 4 Kiren Evenis Alexandra Guiloy  

Room 5 Scarlett Wok Bree Fernihough  

Room 6  Marianne Tajaran Amy Carroll  

Science  Room 4   

Sport  Room 10   

Aussie of the Month Kaizen McConnell   

Police Certificate Angus Buszan   

Bilya Festival 

On Friday 13th August Rooms PPA, 1, 3 and 6 attended the Northam Bilya Festival and represented Northam 
Primary School in the parade. Our theme was ‘river’ and as a group we decided to represent this theme by 
creating local indigenous animal face masks (swans, turtles, lizards and fish). We built three boats to ‘float 
down the river’ at the parade as well as holding blue and white streamers to represent the waves. It was a 
great success and all teachers, students and families had a lot of fun being part of this community event. A 
big thank-you to all who were involved. 
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KINDY 

Room A has started Term 3 with so many exciting activities. We kicked off our new Talk for Writing Recount 
unit by spending a day “at the beach” building sandcastles. In Maths, we’ve been focusing on our numbers 
to 20. We’ve been collecting all sorts of objects from around the school, counting and sorting them. Last 
Friday we were so lucky to be a part of the Northam annual community street parade, making our own 
masks and boats to capture the theme of ‘River’. It sure has been a busy term. 

In Kindergarten this term we have been reading the big book 'The Gingerbread man.'  We have painted 
pictures of gingerbread men and other characters in the story, acted out the story with puppets, 
identified the setting in the story, made gingerbread men out of wood, boxes and playdough, drawn a 
class map of the events and cooked gingerbread (we made sure we didn't open the oven door until they 
were cooked).  We all love joining in with "Run, run as fast as you can, you can't catch me I'm the 
gingerbread man." 
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ROOM 1 

Room 1 has had a productive 
start to Term 3. We had lots of 
fun learning about poetry in 
our Talk 4 Writing unit, and 
we are learning lots of new 
sounds to read. In maths we 
have been busy learning 
about different strategies to 
use when completing addition 
and subtraction. We prepared 
for the Northam Bilya Festival 
Parade coming up this Friday 
by making masks of local river 
animals and some boats to 
'float down the river' in the 
parade. 

Our fantastic students in Room 3 have been very busy learning different 
concepts in Mathematics. They created their own clock, learnt how to 
tell time and worked hard on subtraction sums. During NAIDOC Week, 
we learnt about 'Healing Country' and wrote about ways we can help to 
'Heal Country'. We have begun our Integrated Rotations on a Friday 
afternoon and we have been having so much fun working together in 
groups with Room 1. We recognise the importance of experiences that 
children have in their childhood and we are encouraging our students to 
build collaborative friendships. These activities align to meeting the NQS 
standards and Curriculum. We are very excited to see what the rest of 

the term brings! 
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ROOM 5 ROOM 4 

Room 4 was very busy during NAIDOC week. 

Firstly, we sang a song at the opening ceremony 

of NAIDOC week which we had been learning in 

Noongar lessons. Then we watched videos and 

talked about the aboriginal culture and their 

strong connection to the land. We also wrote 

poems about what we had learned and drew 

aboriginal art.  

This term we have continued our learning about 

Drama. We are learning the understanding that 

theatre is the art of telling stories through 

acting, and how observing the world around 

you is a first step to becoming a great actor. We 

are learning to seamlessly work together and 

support each other. Our recent lessons demon-

strate our ability to use our bodies to convey 

action and interaction with objects as shown in 

the photo.  

Room 5 are achieving their goals this Term. We 
have been learning to write poetry inspired by 
 NAIDOC week. Here is one of the amazing poems 
by one of our year five students.  

 

They Took The Children Away 

 

They took the children away  

Their parents would pray 

They were taken from their mothers 

But they would pray  

For their best  

 

It would break their family's heart 

Because they tore them apart  

But it left them in pain  

I hope it never happens again  

 

If that happened to me  

And my family  

I would pray  

That it would go 
away  

 

By Ella Beard  



ROOM 7 

ROOM 6 
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At the start of Term 3, the Room 7 students have been working hard in maths on developing their 
multiplication skills. Students have been learning to apply arrays to solve multiplication questions by 
making an array city. Students have been building their timetables fluency through fun interactive 
games with their partner called multispin. Let's keep up the fantastic work Room 7!  

Wow welcome to term 3! This term has seen Room 6 welcome 
me in with open arms as their new classroom teacher for the  
remainder of the year. Room 6 have been producing some 
amazing work around multiplication and looking at different 
ways we can calculate multiplication sums up into the 3 digits 
without using a calculator. We have begun our history unit 
within HASS looking at how Australia was formed as a nation. 
We are currently working on our Narrative writing and how 
we can incorporate speech dialogue within our writing pieces 
to make it more engaging to the reader. We have also  
celebrated NAIDOC week where we got the opportunity to see 
the local bushrangers and hear about what they do within our 
community and create some fantastic NAIDOC animal wood 
dot paintings.  



ROOM 9 
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ROOM 12 

This term students in Room 9 have started a Pen Pal program with a school in the Pilbra, South Newman 
Primary School. This week students opened their very first letters and were buddied up with student who 
is also the same age as them. They have been learning about these wonderful students, and what  

wonderful things they have in common. Room 9 absolutely loved receiving their mail and reading about 
their new buddies.  

Room 12 have hit the ground running for Term 3. For 
mathematics we have been learning about multiplication. 
We all created our own multiplication array city by putting 
windows on a city tower, with the corresponding sum 
under each. During NAIDOC week, we worked together to 
make two huge murals representing Healing Country.  
Students worked together to design and paint the Avon 
River with their team. Keep working hard Year Two's.   



ROOM 10 
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ROOM 11 

Room 10 has been busy learning about Multiplication in Numeracy this term. We have written worded 
number problems and then drawn arrays to demonstrate our understanding of the concept. During one 
activity we designed and created an Array City and Skyline. The windows on the city towers represented 
the times tables.  

These first few weeks in Room 11 have been jam-packed full of brain-busting multiplication, difficult 

spellings for large words, and Reading our Short Reads and passing most if not ALL of our Lit Pro quizzes. 

For maths we have been working with arrays to work out our times tables and other multiplication  

questions. Our favourite activity was using stars to create arrays. We have pushed our brains to the limits 

and extended ourselves to the point of potentially becoming Mathematicians and Spelling Bee  

champions! 
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Science 

Language Year 3 to 6    

Our senior students were challenged this term to build a two-story structure from cardboard and pop 
sticks which could survive the shaking of wobbly jelly after investigating the destruction caused by  
earthquakes. Whilst many found the task challenging there were many successful designs that did not 
fall. Students are now working to prepare for the celebration of National Science Week on Friday 20th 
August after lunch, where they will be facilitating several interactive experiments. We look forward to 
seeing you there.  

Kaya Wandju 

We recently celebrated NAIDOC week. Activities included a visit 
from Wheatbelt NRM Noongar Boodja Rangers and Bomber Davis to 
talk about native plants and bush foods. Duana Nickels and  the 
Deadly Sista Girlz Dance Group from NSHS performed 3 dances: the 
Spirit Dance, The Maarli (Swan) Dance and The Gathering of foods 
from the Ground. We also learnt songs in Noongar Language from 
Room 4 & 6 and a fabulous variety of activities in individual classes. 
 
In Noongar Language we looked at the amazing artwork ‘Care for 
Country’ that was this year’s NAIDOC Week poster. Students shared 
what they could see within the artwork, spoke with Miss Stack 
about the importance of country and then recreated parts of the 
artwork that they enjoyed most.  
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our celebrations,  it was 
a lovely week of learning, gaining deeper understandings and play-
ing our part towards ‘Healing Country.’ 



TERM 3 CALENDAR 2021 
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WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 

EARLY CLOSE 
2.3OPM 

FRIDAY 

1 19 July 

School Starts  

Term 3 

20 21 

School Photos 

22 

School Photos 

23 

2 26 

NAIDOC WEEK 

27 28 29 30 

3 2 August 

P&C Meeting 

3 4 5 6  

Assembly Room 9 

4 9 10 11 12 13 

P&C Spooky dress up 

5 16 17 18 

Newsletter 

19 20 

Athletic  

running trials 

6 23 24 

Athletic Jumps & 

Throws 

25 26 27 

Athletics Carnival 

7 30 

P&C Meeting 

 

31 1 September 2 3 

Assembly Room 5 

Fathers’ Day  

Breakfast  

P&C Fathers’ Day Stall 

8 6 7 8 9 10 

Assembly Room A 

9 13 14 15 

Morning Tea with 

Mr Donaldson 

16 17 

Interschool  

Athletics Carnival 

10 20 21 22 

Newsletter 

23 24 

Last Day Term 3 



Time  Long Jump  Turbo Javelin  Classes attending  

9:00-9:30am  Event 1 - Year 1 Girls  Event 2 - Year 1 Boys  Room 1 and 3  

9:30-10:00am  Event 3 - Year 1 Boys  Event 4 - Year 1 Girls  

10:00-10:30am  Event 5 - Year 2 Girls  Event 6 - Year 2 Boys  Room 11 and 12  

10:30-11:00am  Event 7 - Year 2 Boys  Event 8 - Year 2 Girls  

11:00-11:30am  Event 9 - Year 3 Girls  Event 10 - Year 3 Boys  Room 7 and 10  

(both classes to have 
recess early) 

11:30-12:00pm  Event 11 - Year 3 Boys  Event 12 - Year 3 Girls  

12:00-12:30pm  Event 13 - Year 4 Girls  Event 14 - Year 4 Boys  Room 9 and 10  

12:30-1:00pm  Event 15 - Year 4 Boys  Event 16 - Year 4 Girls  

1:00-1:55pm  Event 17 - Year 5/6 Girls  Event 18 - Year 5/6 Boys  Room 4, 5 and 6  

(both classes to have 
lunch early) 

1:55-2:50pm  Event 19 – Year 5/6 Boys  Event 20 – Year 5/6 Girls  

TUESDAY 24TH AUGUST 




