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  Dear Parents and Carers 
 
                            We have reached Week 5 this Term and it certainly has been a busy one. We are starting to see the students 
            and staff come down with the dreaded winter flu which is inevitable at this time of the year. Given it is an 11                 
           week term our students will start to feel their energy levels drop over the next few weeks, with that in mind I           
           encourage families to keep any child home that is unwell as they are unable to focus and learn when they are 
          sick.   
 
ANZAC Day Service 
I would like to thank Hope Hazelwood (Head Girl), Lincoln Gibbs (Head Boy) and our four Student Leaders; Jakob Fitzgerald, 
Zara Clements, Noah Rafferty and Indyana Wescombe for their amazing work in leading our ANZAC Day Service. I also want to 
thank all our students and staff for the work they did in learning about ANZAC and the amazing work each class had on  
display. Thanks to all our special guests and families for attending the Service. 
 
Mother’s Day 
It was awesome to see so many Mums and Grand Mothers, along with Dads and Grand Dads at our Mother’s Day Breakfast. 
The smiles on our student’s faces certainly indicated they were so proud to have their parents/grandparents join them for the 
breakfast. I would like to thank all the staff for pitching in to prepare the breakfast and for serving on the day. A huge 
thankyou to the three dads (Rowan Fitzgerald, Geoff Bryden and Mike Dowell) that came in at 6:30 am to cook the bacon and 
eggs, your efforts certainly ensured the success of the event. 
 
I would also like to thank our committed P&C who ran the Mother’s Day stall and raffles. Their time in purchasing the gifts, 
wrapping and then conducting the stall ensures that all our students got the opportunity to buy their mother a gift. So thank 
you P&C for all you continue to do for our school. 
 
Room 12 Assembly 
Thank you to Room 12 for holding our first assembly of the Term. It was fantastic to see our students present their item, their 
display was fantastic and they performed extremely well. Congratulations to Miss McCullough on her first ever assembly as a 
teacher, along with her boundless level of energy, her own smile on the day certainly showed how proud she was of her  
students. 
 
NAPLAN 
Over the past two weeks we have seen our Year 3 and 5 students complete the annual NAPLAN assessments in Writing,  
Reading, Language Conventions and Numeracy. I am sure they all gave their very best and can be proud of their individual 
efforts. We will hopefully get the results back during the middle of Term 3. Thank you to Mr Southwell, Mrs Johnston and Mr 
Butler for conducting all of the assessments and ensuring everything went very smoothly. 
 
Winter Carnival 
This coming Friday our Year 5 and 6 students will participate in the Winter Carnival against Avonvale PS, West Northam PS and 
St Josephs. We wish them the very best of luck, but I also want to remind all students that this day is about having fun, 
demonstrating excellent sportsmanship and enjoying participating in sport. So win, lose or draw we will be very proud of 
them. 
 
Year 6 Camp 
Our Year 6 students head off on their camp next Tuesday. I know Miss Barnes and Miss Bygrave have been working hard with 
the students and preparing them for what will no doubt be a fun filled camp. We look forward to hearing about their  
adventures, listening to their stories, and look forward to them returning at the end of the week.  
 
Reconciliation Week 
2021 marks twenty years of Reconciliation Australia and almost three decades of Australia’s formal reconciliation process. The 
theme of the 2021 Reconciliation Week is ‘More than Words’. Reconciliation takes action, urges the reconciliation movement 
towards braver and more impactful action. 



   PERSERVERE         CARE            RESPONSIBLE             RESPECT 

Reconciliation Week cont’d 
Our staff and students will participate in activities within their classrooms learning about Reconciliation and what it means. Ms 
Stack and the ATSI team have been reviewing activities and have been busy determining which ones will be suitable for our 
students. We look forward to their learning about Reconciliation. 
 

National Volunteer Week 
National Volunteer Week (NVW) is an annual celebration to acknowledge the generous contribution of our nation's  
volunteers. From Monday 17 - Sunday 23 May 2021, thousands of activities will be held across the country to say thank you to 
the six million Australians who volunteer their time. The week-long celebration will include social media campaigns, breakfasts, 
morning/afternoon teas, and luncheons, as well as open days, award ceremonies, picnics, forums and training sessions.  
The 2021 theme is: Recognise. Reconnect. Reimagine. which acknowledges that it is time to: 

 RECOGNISE, celebrate and thank volunteers for the vital role they play in making our communities stronger, especially 
during times of need, crisis or isolation.  

 RECONNECT to what is important by giving our time to help others, our local community or a cause we value. 

 REIMAGINE how we better support volunteers and the organisations they help so that they can continue to do the neces-
sary work that they do. 

 

As a school we truly appreciate every bit of help that our families give in any volunteer capacity. At this point I would like to 
recognise and thank every member of our School Council and our School P&C for the enormous amount of time and effort 
they put into their volunteer roles to represent our school community. They work tirelessly to ensure things such as school 
events and fundraising are carried out with all funds contributing to the betterment of our school. I share both mine, the staff 
and students’ thanks and admiration of the time each member gives. 
 

I also want to acknowledge the many parents/grandparents who volunteer their time to assist in classrooms each day. Your 
time is greatly appreciated. 
 

WA Day Public Holiday and School Development Day (Week 8, 7/8 June 2021) 
Monday the 7th June is the WA Day public holiday in which students do not attend school. Tuesday the 8th of June is a School 
Development Day in which staff will joining with all schools within the Avon Network for a range of Professional Learning 
 sessions. Students do not attend school on Tuesday 8th June 2021. 
 

School Hats 
As you are aware there is a requirement for our students to wear the wide brimmed school hat. We provided each student 
with their own hat during Term 1 and wrote each individual student’s name on their hat. They are required to wear our school 
hat that was approved by the School Council as part of our uniform code. We are noticing that some students are losing their 
hat and are not able to find it. As it is a No Hat, No Play rule students without hats then have to play in the undercover areas of 
the school.  
 

As with all items of our uniforms CADDS Surf & Sport in the main street stock our new school hat in which parents can pur-
chase a new one for their child at the cost of $13 per hat. 
 

Positive Behaviour in Schools 
Northam Primary School has built its behaviour management system around the Positive Behaviour in Schools program and as 
such we are constantly looking for ways to improve our recognition of the positive behaviours our students demonstrate each 
and every day. I have been very proud to see the significant improvement in student behaviour and our school culture over the 
past 11 months, and whilst we as a school still see a range of negative behaviours the amount has certainly reduced.  
 

As part of our improvement processes we are introducing the ‘Gotcha ticket’. This replaces our current purple ticket and white 
slips. The purpose of the ‘Gotcha ticket’ is to acknowledge the positive behaviour students show in regards to our four school 
values of Respect, Caring, Persevere and Responsible. 
 

Along with the ‘Gotcha tickets’, students will be given a raffle ticket to go into the barrel in which we will draw 8 names out at 
each assembly with those students lucky enough to spin our wheel and choose a prize. Students will also be given a coloured 
token that relates to the school’s four values in which they place into their Faction cylinder located in the front office. These 
tokens will be counted by our Faction Captains each week and the tally will be added week by week. Once factions reach a  
certain number of tokens that faction will be awarded a faction reward such as 10 minutes extra playtime. 
 

The outline of how this works is attached to this newsletter. 
 

Principal notes continued 
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ANZAC DAY SERVICE  

Unfortunately, the Town  
ANZAC March was cancelled 
this year due to COVID, but our 
Head Boy Lincoln managed to 
get up very early and attend the 
Dawn Service to lay our wreath. 
 
Thank you Lincoln for your  
representation of Northam 
Primary, you are a fine  
ambassador. 
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Room A Freya B Logan A Room 9 Brax S Toby E 

Room 1 Evelyn G Grace C Room 4 Toby L Robyn H 

Room 3 Caleb M Dakota S Room 5 Nate S Ella B 

Room 11 Elodie A Jye F Room 6  Charlotte M Tyttan B 

Room 12 Taleeah P Angus B Language Gregory C  

Room 7 Mikayla W Cheska A Science  Room 11  

Room 10 Ava D Cooper E Sport  Room 12  

Room 9 Declan M Laila R    

HONOUR CERTIFICATE WINNERS Assembly Week 3 

Don’t forget to register to use Connect for Parents. This platform is used to provide information for 
parents and to provide End of Semester Student Reports. Call the school on 96215700 for more  
information. 

Semester reports will be sent via Connect. If you are unable to get onto Connect, you will need to request 
a hard copy of the End of Semester Report. All requests for Hard Copy Reports need to through the 
school office by Monday the 21st June.   

These two fabulous students 
were the first two that 

earned a  
Value Token.  

Well done Grace and Jayne 
on earning a  
Care token 

 for your Faction. 

GOTCHA Tickets 

CONNECT 



   PERSERVERE               CARE                RESPONSBIBLE        RESPECT 

Mothers Day Breakfast 

Seniors Mobility Group Visit 

Today we were lucky to have the local Seniors Mobility Group visiting our kindy for their Wednesday  
exercise session.  

Our kindy students were invited to join in with them. 

This was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
visit with seniors from our community, at the same 
time learning the benefits of exercise as you get older.  



ROOM A 
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KINDY 

ROOM 1 

In Kindergarten this term, we have been learning to listen for instrumen-
tal sounds and how to sing the nursery rhymes 5 Little Speckled Frogs 
and Hickory Dickory Dock. We have also been learning how to draw pre
-writing letter formations and use our ‘super hero eyes’ to recognise how 
many dots they can see without counting. On Friday the 7th of May, 
along with the Pre-Primary’s, we had an afternoon of pampering our 
mums or a special person for Mother’s Day. We made necklaces, gave 
manicures, painted portraits, iced biscuits and made special cards.  

We have been off to a fantastic start to 
Term 2 in Room 1. We have been 
learning all about how to blend sounds 
together to read words in our reading 
books. In maths, we have been  
working hard learning how to find ‘one 
more, one less’ than any given number 
up to 120. We have also been learning 
all about our  feelings and how to play 
nicely with one another. 
We had a fabulous afternoon on Friday 
7th May where we were able to pamper 
our mums and make them something 
special for Mother’s Day. 
 

Last week Room A teamed up with  
Kindy to celebrate Mother’s Day. We 
asked mums, grandmothers and special 
people to come and join their children for 
an afternoon of pampering and fun!  
Students were able to decorate cookies, 
give massages and paint portraits, as well 
as many more activities. The children had 
a great time showing these special people 
how much they love and appreciate them. 
We were so lucky to have such a big  
turnout for such an enjoyable afternoon.  



ROOM 3 
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ROOM 4 

In Room 3 we have been learning how to make super sentences by adding in 
interesting adjectives, adverbs and quotation marks. In Maths, we have been 
having lots of fun learning how to count to 120 and how to find 10 more or 10 
less than any number. We have also been enjoying 
learning about the Zones of Regulation by creating our 
own emotions toolbox. We celebrated Mother’s Day by 
having a lovely pampering afternoon, which was a  
wonderful way to celebrate as a community! It was great 
to have all the mothers come in! 

On the 28th of April, Northam  
Primary School held their  
ANZAC service. Room 4 spent 
time researching the war fought in 
Gallipoli. Learning about how hard 
it was for young soldiers to leave 
their families and travel thousands 
of kilometres to face the unknown. 
The students wrote a story about 
climbing the first hill after landing 
on the beach of Gallipoli by putting  
themselves in the boots of an  
ANZAC soldier. We also made 
poppies and a mosaic picture with 
the silhouettes of soldiers.  
This week Room 4 is doing the 
NAPLAN testing. The students 
have been preparing for the test 
by using previous NAPLAN papers 
and practising their writing on 
computers.  Everyone has been 

trying their hardest and are ready.  
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ROOM 5  

ROOM 6  

Maths! Maths! Maths! 
Room 5 is loving our maths 
program Top Ten. This 
term we are working on a 
range of math strategies 
and content, and are  
having so much fun along 
the way. The students are 
rocking Top Ten Maths!  

Room 6 has had a great start to Term 2, we have jumped into our new narrative text ‘A Sorceress 
Comes to Camelot’ in our Talk for Writing unit! We are improving our addition and subtraction skills 
through hands on activities and using the Spot the Gap strategy as you can see in our photos. The 
countdown to camp is well and truly on, we can’t wait to tell you all about it when we come back! 



ROOM 9 
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ROOM 7 

During Term 2 Week 4, the Year 3 
students completed NAPLAN  
testing. The four testings included: 
writing, reading, language 
conventions and numeracy. The  
students worked extremely hard to 
prepare for NAPLAN. Since week 5 
term 1, the Year 3’s for morning  
routine, as well as some lessons 
throughout the day completed 
NAPLAN questions from previous 
years. I am very proud of all their  
efforts.   

This semester in Media Arts, Room 9 have been exploring camera 
angles and their purpose when creating images and animations. We 
began by exploring camera angles of the ‘best parts of Northam  
Primary School’ where students took beautiful images of our school 
bell as a close up, a long shot of our nature garden and an extreme 
close up of our wonderful plants, that our gardener Mr Shaw has 
planted. This term in particular, Room 9 has read the text The Lost 
Thing by Shaun Tan, to create their own lost thing with plasticine, 
and create their assessment piece of a Stop Motion Animation film 
incorporating the camera angles  



ROOM 10 
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ROOM 12 

In room 10 we have been busy 
learning different concepts in  
Mathematics. The students, 
using balancing scales, pop 
sticks and MABs have been 
creating equivalent number 
sentence equations with 
addition and subtraction 
 operations. We have also 
been making a variety of 
 patterns using symmetrical 
shapes and blocks, with other 
students in group activities. 

The amazing students in Room 
12 have had a busy start back to 
school for Term Two. Miss 
McCullough produced her first 
assembly as a teacher and all 
students danced and spoke 
beautifully in front of the school, 
after lots of practise. Did you 
know our class got to watch a 
dragon on the schools’ CCTV 
cameras which visited the Big 

Oval one weekend? We created wanted posters hoping other students 
would also see the dragon but there have been limited sightings so far. Our 
Talk for Writing text is called The Wave Rock Ridgeback and we are  
learning how to write a non-fiction informational text. Keep achieving your 
goals Year Two’s.  
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Language Year 3 to 6    

Kayla (Hello) This term in Noongar Language, students have finished off the topic on Barna (animals) 
learning which animals are day animals (kedala) and which animals are night animals (kedalak). Students 
learn to both speak the new words and also recognise the word and it’s symbol. We started a new topic 
this week on Bonar (Seasons) and look forward to exploring this with each class. 

Picasso the Cow Project 

Thanks to Lauren Nairn from Wheatbelt Health Net-
work, our school has been lucky to be  included in 
this terms Picasso the Cow project developed by 
Dairy Australia  
 
https://www.dairy.edu.au/picasso-cows 

 

Over the next month a group of students will take 
this blank cow canvas, and transform it to show what 
we know about the importance of Indigenous food & 
Farm to Plate eating. Below is our blank cow named 
Mereny! 

Room 11 

As part of our Talk for Writing and Visual Arts programmes, each 

student in room 11 has completed one part of our  quasi dragon 

wall mural. The students have also been working on learning text 

about the Wave Rock  Ridge Back Dragon, which is a shy and 

friendly creature found right here in the Wheatbelt! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dairy.edu.au%2Fpicasso-cows&data=04%7C01%7CChris.Edmonds%40education.wa.edu.au%7C759b9b41a7f64cae824a08d91429e53c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637562992433140708%7CUnknown%7


TERM 2 CALENDAR 2021 
WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

EARLY CLOSE 
2.3OPM 

FRIDAY 

4 10 11 

NAPLAN  

Years 3 &5 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

5 17 

NAPLAN  

Years 3 &5 

18 19 

Newsletter 

20 

P&C PJ Day 

21 

Winter Carnival 

Years 5—6 

6 24 25 

Year 6 Camp 

26 27 

RECONCILIATION 

WEEK 

28 

RECONCILIATION 

WEEK 

7 31 

RECONCILIATION 

WEEK 

1 June 2 

P&C Meeting 

3 4 

Assembly Rm 11 

8 7 

WA DAY 

8 

School  

Development Day 

9 

School Cross 

Country 

10 

 

11 

9 14 15 16 17 18 

Assembly Rm 7 

10 21 

Interschool Cross 

Country 

22 23 24 25 

Assembly Rm 1 

11 28 29 30 

Newsletter 

1 July 2 

Last Day term 2 

P&C Disco 


