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NEWSLETTER 
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                                  Dear Parents and Carers 
 

  Time seems to be flying by and we have now reached the middle point of Term 1. It has been a great start to the 
  year with both the students and staff settling in quickly and embracing the demands of teaching and learning.   
 

  School Improvements 
 Our school underwent a number of improvements during the holidays and into the early stages of Term 1. This included 
four classrooms, Administration and the Conference Room all having their carpet upgraded. Four classrooms also had their old  
cupboards removed and new ones installed, whilst eight classrooms were painted. These improvements all have had a great  
impact on our learning environment. We aim to continue our classroom improvements as the year unfolds and finances become 
available. 
 

Year 4-6 Swimming Carnival 
Our Year 4-6 students will participate in the school swimming carnival on Wednesday 24th March (Week 8). Notes will be sent 
home next Wednesday in relations to this event. 
 

This will be followed by the inter school swimming carnival on Tuesday 30th March. Those students who are selected to participate 
will receive the relevant permission forms following our own school carnival. 
 

SWIMMING LESSONS 
A reminder that students in Rooms, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10 all start their swimming lessons next Monday. All permission slips and money 
should have been returned to school by now. 
 

Third Party Permission for Use of Internet Apps/Programs 
In a bid to enhance cyber safety the Department of Education has implemented the process of gaining parent consent and or 
informing parents of the various internet apps/programs that a student may use as part of their school learning programs. So far 
we have sought parent approval for only a few of the key programs we use being Literacy Pro, Acer and our Library system Oliver. 
As a school we will restrict the use of apps and programs to those we see as essential to our academic and social progress. If  
parents have any questions once they receive a permission form, I ask that you contact your classroom teacher who will be able to 
explain the use of the app/program to you.  
 

WA State Athletics 
Three of our amazing students at Northam Primary School have been chosen to participate in the WA State Athletics competition. 
We would like to congratulate and wish Mantel Rossiter, Astrid Bentley and Jarryd Miles all the very best of luck. We as a school 
are super proud of the three of you. Remember to enjoy yourself and have fun. 
 

School Development Days 
An important part of maintaining staff professional learning and growth is through the mandated use of School Development days. 
These are days when students do not attend school. We as a school work in with the other schools across the Avon Network to join 
up and combine resources to minimise financial impact as much as possible, whilst at the same time working collaboratively to 
enhance staff knowledge. The School development days in 2020 are: 
 

Term 1 – Thursday 1st April    Term 2 – Tuesday 8th June 
Term 3 – Monday 19th July                                                                Term 4 – Monday 11 October 
 

School Policies Reviewed 
The staff and School Council have recently the Behaviour Management and Good Standing policies. These have been updated and 
placed up on our school website for parents to access. 
 

The Good Standing policy outlines what is required for a student to do to maintain their Good Standing and the system we will  be 
using to acknowledge the students that achieve this each term. It also outlines what will constitute a student losing their Good 
Standing, the impact losing it has on participation in whole school events such as Year 6 camp, athletic carnivals etc, and what a 
student needs to do to regain their Good Standing should they lose it.  This policy will be enacted throughout the year. 
 

I look forward to observing the academic and social growth of our students throughout the Term. 
 

Mark Donaldson 
Principal 



ROOM A 

KINDY 

Over the past few weeks our Pre Primary 
class has focused on their Phase 2 sounds. 
These sounds are 19 of the most common 
single letter sounds that can be used to read 
and spell consonant-Vowel-Consonant 
words. We use explicit warm ups and  
repeated exposure to convert students’ 
knowledge into long-term memory. The  
letters and sounds are revised every day in a 
range of whole-class, small group and 
 independent activities. Letter formation has 
been a major focus, using the Peggy Lego 
prompts assist students to form their letters 
correctly.  

ROOM 1 

We are off to a super start to 2021 here in Room 1! We 
have been working hard to recognise sounds and high fre-
quency words in phase 2 phonics, with a few clever cookies 
learning phase 3 and 4. In numeracy we are having a great 
time learning to count to 10 (and beyond for our year 1s) 
and are moving onto learning to subitise and see amounts 
without counting. We have made lots of friends and our 
class motto is: 'In this class we care about ourselves and 
others'. The students love earning raffle tickets for working 
extra hard and using their best listening ears. We can't wait 
to see what the rest of the year has in store for us! 
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What an exciting time it has been in Kindergarten. We have all been learning to look after our own  
belongings and follow the routines in the classroom. We have had fun painting, exploring with playdough, 
making lots of yummy food in our play kitchen, learning the names of our new teachers and friends, riding 
bikes, building in the sand and making mud pies. 
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Room 4 had the privilege presenting the first assembly for 2021 at Northam 
Primary School. The item we sang was The Duck Song; thought it would 
be appropriate for this time of year. Using our new math programme, ‘Top 
Ten’ has  given students a real understanding when using Place value 
blocks. Students made the Tower of Terror using Place value blocks in 
which they made and recorded numbers up to 10,000. In Fair Trade they 
learnt to make different place values up to 10,000. Target Practice,  

ROOM 4 

ROOM 3 

In room 3 we have been learning how to subitise in Math so that we can recognise 
numbers on our dice quickly. With our friend we then rolled and built a rocket to 
demonstrate the number we rolled on our dice. We then had to write the number 
and decide with our friend, who had the bigger number. We then wrote a reflection 
on what we learnt. We have our photo up in the classroom and we would love  
parents to come in and see them. 

 Room 3 Math Superstars!! 



Room 5 has begun the year with a busy start, including fundraising for Year 6 Camp! Crazy Hair Day was 
a massive success and raised the Year 6s $325.10. What an excellent contribution from the school  
community. Thank you to all of the families and students who participated 
in Crazy Hair Day!  

ROOM 5 
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The amazing room 7 have been learning place value 

within our maths unit of Top Ten by using a hands-on 

approach. We have been using our MAB blocks and 

looking at our groups of thousands, hundreds, tens and 

ones and how we can build on the numbers.  We have 

been exploring place value through expanded form and 

standard form, with a focus of maths vocabulary.  We 

have completed fun, engaging hands-on activities such 

as the tower of terror, baseball runs and rounding activities. 

ROOM 7 

ROOM 6 

So far this term in 

room 6 we have been 

focusing on place  

value in mathematics, 

we have been  

completing a number 

of activities and playing 

place value related 

games as you can see 

in the pictures. We 

have now moved onto being able to recognised that the place 

value system can be extended beyond hundredths and represented in decimals! 



The fabulous Room 9 have 

been exploring some 

 invigorating activities within 

our Talk for Writing unit. Our 

story began with an ‘email’ 

from Mark McGowan,  

advising the Room 9  

students to build and design 

their own boats for the Avon 

Decent. The wonderful  

students in Room 9 took this 

on board and were able to link this with our text The River adapted to the 

context of the Avon River. Students have participated in freeze frame 

activities to develop their imitation of the text; they have been able to 

develop wonderful openings using onomatopoeia and explore  

conjunctions including AAAWWUBBIS to make their sentences more  

complex. Stay tuned for more exciting adventures. 

ROOM 9 
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In room 10 Media and Drama, 
the students have been  
combining movement with 
sounds, loud, soft, strong and 
weak to create movements 
that are fast and slow. Some 
of us walked quickly, skipped, 
jumped and ran to keep in 
time with the sounds, that 
were created. Our favourites 
were the strong and loud 
sounds as we could move 
quickly. It was exciting and lots 
of fun. 

In Room 11 we have been focusing 
on Place value in maths and  
learning new sounds and high 
 frequency words in Spelling. To 
keep learning our sight words  
interesting, we went on a sight 
word hunt and collected as many 
high frequency words we could 
outside. To understand place value 
with more depth, we investigated 
some mystery bags and wrote 
what was inside of them. 

ROOM 10 

ROOM 11 
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With Australia as the skin  
cancer capital of the world, and 
more than 11,500  
Australian men and women diag-
nosed with a melanoma each 
year, our junior students in rooms 
one and three have been learning 
the SunSmart message to stay 
safe in the sun in their health 
classes. When out in the sun we 
must remember to, slip on a 
shirt, slop on one teaspoon of 
sunscreen per limb, slap on a 
wide brim hat, seek the shade of a tree and slide on your sunglasses. 
When the UV levels are 3 or higher remember the five. 

It has been a great start to the sport year with all students participating in whole school sports on  
Thursday afternoon. Each week, students participate in fun and engaging activities to help them stay 
active, develop good sportsmanship and friendships skills.  
 
In Junior Sport (Year 1 to 3's), they are focusing on Fundamental Movement Skills which allows them to 
further develop some lifetime skills. In Senior sport (Year 4 to 6's), students have been completing team 
building activities and playing floorball and ultimate frisbee in a round robin challenge. 

 

ROOM 12 

The Year 2's from room 12 have been super busy the first five weeks back at school. We have been 
learning about place value and 2-digit numbers in mathematics, using a range of resources. There is also 
a magic beanstalk growing in our classroom! We can recite our Talk for Writing text Jack and the Bean-
stalk with great expression and actions. Keep up the great work room 12.  

PHYS ED 

SCIENCE 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cancer.org.au%2Fcancer-information%2Ftypes-of-cancer%2Fmelanoma&data=04%7C01%7CChris.Edmonds%40education.wa.edu.au%7C3810b9dc6e134bea83c008d8dc9a5180%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%


WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 

EARLY CLOSE 
2.3OPM 

FRIDAY 

1 1 FEB 2 3 4 5 

2 8 9 10 11 12 

3 15 

P&C MEETING 

16 17 18 19 

4 22 23 

School Council 

Meeting 

24 25 

 

26 

Assembly  

Room 4 

27 1 MAR 

Public Holiday 

2 3 

Newsletter 

4 5 

6 8 

Interm Swimming 

Rooms 9,6,10,4,5 

9 

No swimming 

10 

Interm Swimming 

Rooms 9,6,10,4,5 

11 12 

7 15 

Harmony Week 

Interm Swimming 
Rooms 9,6,10,4,5 

 
P&C MEETING 

16 

 

17 18 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

Assembly  

Room 10 

8 22 23 

School Council 

Meeting 

24 

Swimming  

Carnival 

25 26 

9 29 30 

Interschool  

Swimming 

Carnival 

31 

Newsletter 

 

STUDENTS END 

TERM 1 

1 APR 

 

STAFF 

DEVELOPMENT 

DAY 

2 

 

GOOD 

FRIDAY 

TERM 1 CALENDAR 2021 
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